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We start with Christ in our serving,

in our

caring,

in our

growing

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!

Sunday Worship

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Education & Fellowship
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship

The MET team would like to invite you to a Town Hall meeting to discuss
the results of the recent Survey and confirm them prior to hand-off to the
Call Committee!
Please Join Your Fellow Congregation Members on
January 21st at 12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall!
Food and Refreshments will be Served during the Town Hall!

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org

DATED MATERIAL

Don't Miss Your Opportunity to Help Us MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!
For more information or if you have questions, please contact Christiania.MET@gmail.com
THANK YOU!
Geeg Aaker, Abby Emmons, Lucy Hurrle, Jane Ward, John Wedel, Abby Estep, and Bob Monio
The Mission Exploration Team

January Worship
January 7 — Baptism of our Lord Mark 1:4-11
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. Education
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship with Communion and The Nitty Gritty Church Band

FOOD SHELF
January’s Food Shelf:
We will concentrate on stocking
the Food Shelf up with soups and
stews. Donations can be placed in
the baskets at either entrance.
Deadline for the February edition
of the Christiania Newsletter is
January 18.
Email info. to the church office at
office@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.
org.

January 28, 2018 @ 12:00 p.m.

January 14 — Epiphany John 1:43-51
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Education
9:45 a.m. An Exploration of Religion with Int. Pr. Rebecca
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship with The Nitty Gritty Church Band
January 21 — Epiphany Mark 1:21-28 MET Meeting
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. Education
9:45 a.m. An Exploration of Religion with Int. Pr. Rebecca
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship with Communion and The Nitty Gritty Church Band
12:00 p.m. MET - Townhall Meeting
January 28 — Epiphany Mark 1:14-20 Annual Meeting
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship/Handbells
9:30 a.m. Education
9:45 a.m. An Exploration of Religion with Int. Pr. Rebecca
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship with The Nitty Gritty Church Band
12:00 p.m. Annual Meeting

January Ministries
Greeters

Those who mourn:
For the von Fischer family as they mourn the loss of
Charles von Fischer. Charles entered God’s eternal
kingdom on December 27.

January 7

Jane & Bernie Ward

January 14

Elaine & Jerry Swedin

January 21

Kim Clausen and Brian Buechele

January 28

Joan & Jack Eckdahl

Lectors

For Lee and Donna Jo Braun as they mourn the loss
January 7
of Kenneth, Lee’s Father.
Prayers for these of our Congregation:
Bridget Anderson Karen Erickson
Ron Petersen
Crisa Aasen
Nathan Mohling
Carol Melgaard
Arlene Jacobson
Skip Fredrickson
Elaine Larson
Mary Peterson
Tim Krenz
Dave & Ellen Olson
Scott & Deb Mischke
And These who also need healing:
Wes Fausch, father of Adam Fausch
Mr. Gail Leeper, friend of the Hooper’s
Ron Moe, Hooper’s son-in-law
John Kunzer, friend of Tia & Tony Burnham
Pete Leclair, Joe Jorgensen’s uncle
Joy, friend of Cathy Breyer
Chuck Crosby, Deb’s husband. Lori & Mark’s friend
Norman Tempel, father of Scott Tempel
Shirley Johnson, sister of Eunice Ott
Helen Steinbron, grandmother of Matt Steinbron
Dave, father of Brian Aasen
Brayden, son of Deanna Opere & Mike Glover
Philip Tupa, Linda Tupa’s son
Nora, great niece of Jeff & Linda Otto
Clarice, mother of Kim Robertson
Manda Warren Madvig, friend of members
Ryan Laber, friend of Maren & Ken Zaffke
Brian Strese, friend of the congregation
Scott, friend of Sue Jacobson
Christine, step-sister of Cheryl Bahnsen
Brian, son of George Kasper
Allen Ross, friend of Ron Ovans
MaryLou, mother of Paula Crawford Anderson
Earl, friend of Cal Tonsager
Leila Eagan, mother of Dianne Bergum
Jeffrey, nephew of Denise & Bill Kanfield
Annie, friend of Lori Rogers
Jolene Wilker, Jacki Donovan’s mother
Wally Petersen, brother of Gladys Bolton, Ron &
Pete Petersen
Kathy, mother of Rachel Fausch
In Military:
Andrew Christensen, Summer Keller (Lee & Dona
Braun’s daughter)
Mitchell Wicklund (Jerry & Audrey’s grandson)
Dean Johnston (Denise Kanfield’s brother)
Andrew Johnston (Denise Kanfield’s nephew)
Brenden Rogers (Mark & Lori Rogers’ nephew)

Prayer Chain:
To be added to the email list to receive weekly
prayer concerns, please email
office@christianialutheranchurch.org.

8:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Greg Silus
Bob Monio

January 14

8:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Bob Monio

January 21

8:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Bob Monio

January 28

8:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Offering Counters
January 7

Brad Smith and David Frame

January 14

Brad Smith and David Frame

January 21

Cheryl Schindeldecker and Judy Lantto

January 28

Cheryl Schindeldecker and Judy Lantto

Communion Assistants
January 7
January 21

8:30 a.m. Greg Silus
10:45 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Marianne Storlie and Kim Buechele
10:45 a.m.

The word epiphany means “manifestation” or “revelation.” Thus, the holiday celebrates the manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles, represented by the magi (see Simeon’s prophecy in Luke 2:32). For some, Epiphany also commemorates the
baptism of Jesus (Luke 3:21-22) and His turning water into wine (John 2:1-11)—manifestations of Christ’s divinity to the
world.

Sue Beske and Phyllis Hullett

Many traditions surround Epiphany celebrations, which vary from culture to culture. Customs include the Star Singers
(children dressed as kings and holding up a large star, singing carols from house to house); collecting money for charity;
and the “plundering” and burning of Christmas trees. In the French Catholic culture, Epiphany marks the beginning of
Mardi Gras, as “king cakes” are baked and served.

Altar Guild
January
Usher Captains
January

Bob Monio and Sharon Buckley

Other traditions include prayers (some offered to “Caspar,” “Melchoir,” and “Balthasar,” the traditional names of the magi); the blessing of holy water; the burning of “blessed” herbs; and the offering of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

#3

Should a Christian celebrate Epiphany? There is certainly nothing wrong with celebrating the different events of Christ’s
life, and a Christian is free to observe whatever day he wants, as long as he “does so to the Lord” (see Romans 14:4-6).

Ushers
January

Epiphany is an ancient church festival celebrating the magi’s visit to the Christ Child (Matthew 2:1-12). It is kept on January 6. Epiphany is also called “Three Kings’ Day” and “Twelfth Day”—the latter name because January 6 is twelve days
after Christmas; the eve of Epiphany is called “Twelfth Night.” It is celebrated mainly in Orthodox, Catholic, Anglican, and
other liturgical churches.

Coffee Servers
January 7

Pete & Madalyn Petersen

January 14

Mike & Martha Donahoe

January 21

Scott & Lonna Selkirk

January 28

Doug & Phyllis Hullett

Having said that, we should be careful to avoid the superstitions and empty rituals (Isaiah 1:13-14) which have sprung up
around many holidays, including Epiphany. Sprinkling “holy” water, for example, and burning “blessed” herbs are nothing
but superstitious practices. And some customs directly conflict with scripture. For instance, asking the magi to bless
one’s house conflicts with the Bible’s clear teaching that we pray only to God Himself (Psalm 91:15; Matthew 6:6, 9; 1
Timothy 2:5).
Whatever holidays we choose to observe, the Lord should always be glorified in them; however our calendars are
marked, the Bible must remain our only rule for faith and practice.
Generated by Google

January 2018
Sun

Mon
1
New Year’s Day
Office Closed

7
8
8:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship/Communion
9:30 a.m. Education
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional
Worship/Communion/Nitty
Gritty Church Band

Tue
2

9
7:30 a.m. Bible Study
6:00 p.m. EX. Council
Meeting

14
15
8:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship
9:30 a.m. Education
9:45 a.m. An Exploration of
Religion with Int. PR.
Rebecca
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional
Worship
12:10 p.m. CYF Team Meeting

16
7:30 a.m. Bible Study

21
22
MET Meeting
Mission Sunday
8:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship/Communion/Wind
Ensemble/Baptism of Mila
Rae WIlliams
9:30 a.m. Education
9:45 a.m. An Exploration of
Religion with Int. PR.
Rebecca
10:45 a.m. Non Traditional/
Communion/Nitty Gritty
Church Band
12:00 p.m. MET Meeting

23
7:30 a.m. Bible Study

28
29
Annual Meeting
8:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship/Handbells
9:30 a.m. Education
9:45 a.m. An Exploration of
Religion with Int. PR.
Rebecca
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional
Worship
12:00 p.m. Annual Meeting

30
7:30 a.m. Bible Study

Christiania Lutheran Church

Wed

Thu

3
9:30 a.m. Quilt Tying
4:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
4:30 p.m. MET Meeting
4:45 p.m. Worship Band
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

4

10
11:30 a.m. Lunch Bunch Firehouse Grille
4:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
4:30 p.m. MET Meeting
4:45 p.m. Worship Band
5:30 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
7:30 p.m. Bible Study

11
10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

17
9:30 a.m. CLCW Meeting
4:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
4:30 p.m. MET Meeting
4:45 p.m. Worship Band
5:30 p.m. Dinner 6:00 p.m. Youth Handbells
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
6:30 p.m. Adult Handbells
7:30 p.m. Bible Study

18
Newsletter
deadline for
January

24
4:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
4:30 p.m. MET Meeting
4:45 p.m. Worship Band
5:30 p.m. Dinner 5:30 p.m. Wind Ensemble
6:00 p.m. Youth Handbells
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
6:30 p.m. Adult Handbells
7:30 p.m. Bible Study

25
10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

31
11:30 a.m. Book Group
4:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
4:30 p.m. MET Meeting
4:45 p.m. Worship Band
5:30 p.m. Dinner 5:30 p.m. Wind Ensemble
6:00 p.m. Youth Handbells
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
6:30 p.m. Adult Handbells
7:30 p.m. Bible Study

Fri
5

12

Sat
6
8:30 a.m. Altar
Guild—Church
Cleaning

13
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Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Treasurer’s hours
Tuesday 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Friday 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Telephone Numbers
Office
952-461-2283
Fax
952-461-4182
Web Address
www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org

6:30 p.m. Yoga

Christiania Staff
19

20

Rebecca Thurman
Interim Senior Pastor
pastor@christianialutheranchurch.org
Matt Steinbron
Music Minister
worship@christianialutheranchurch.org
Carri Tuma
Office Manager
office@christianialutheranchurch.org

10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

Joe Jorgensen
CYF Leader
cyfleader@christianialutheranchurch.org

6:30 p.m. Yoga

Harold Martin
Rachel Fausch
26

Custodian
Treasurer

27

Other Contacts
Bruce Mohn
Council President
Cheryl Schindeldecker
Altar Guild
Debbie Lundeen
Bells Director
Joe Jorgensen
Chorister Choir Director
Linda Otto
Church Women (CLCW)
Bob Monio
MET & Usher Co-Coordinator
Daryl Rieck
Usher Co-Coordinator
Juli Skillman
Care Team Coordinator
Tia Burnham Sunday School Superintendent

6:30 p.m. Yoga

Altar Guild
Sue Beske
Phyllis Hullett

Usher Captains
Bob Monio
Sharon Buckley

Executive Council
President:

Bruce Mohn

Vice-President:
Secretary:

Denise Kanfield
Greg Silus

At Large Members:

Kim Robertson

Lori Clausen

Brian McGregor

Scott Selkirk

Lee Braun

Treasurer:

Rachel Fausch

Pastor:

Interim Pastor Rebecca

Ministry Board
Barb Bachman

Ron Ovans

Terra Henry
John Wedel

Valayna Simon

CYF

Membership

Joe Jorgensen
Kersten Richter
Dan Richter
Tia Burnham

Adam Fausch
Lonna Selkirk
Tia Smith

Jodi & Tim Emmons
Sara McGregor
Kim Robertson

Property
Jeanne Nash Hoffmann
Steve Anderson

Maren Zaffke

Warren Peterson

Lori Rogers

Brad Smith

Congregational Life

Stewardship

Dona Jo Braun

Barb Bachman

Eunice Estrem
Sherri Mohn
Mariann Storlie

Fayette & Al Ames
Julie Nielsen
Jerry Wicklund

Mission

Sharon Buckley
Lori Peterson

MET Team
Geeg Aaker

Scott Tempel

Abby Emmons

Kaylee Wilkins
Adam Fausch

Lucy Hurrle
Bob Monio

Worship

Jane Ward
John Wedel

Vonny Laddusaw
Robin Martin
Madalyn Petersen
Ken Zaffke
Matt Steinbron

Abby Estep

Message from Interim Pastor Rebecca
There was once a remarkable child, gentle of nature, happy to be held
or set down, seemingly content with whatever one gave. As time
passed the child grew, learned to walk and to observe the ways of the
world. Then something happened. The astonished parents found that,
“Sophie has opinions.” Even the most cooperative of children eventually
learns to express themselves and so develops opinions.
One of the wonderful things about being a Lutheran Christian is
that we can gather together and express our opinions peaceably
knowing we are governed by Law and Gospel, are sanctified and
justified and are simultaneously saints and sinners. We do not
necessarily agree with each other politically or agree on what is the best
path for our country or for our congregation. What we can agree on,
however, is that God’s wisdom is much greater than ours.
Christiania has recently completed a survey seeking a collective
of opinions. Soon we will hear the results as on January 21, the Mission
Exploratory Team will lead the congregation and Pr. Joe Lees (our synod representative) in discussing
those results. Along with the Call Committee we will listen to the collective description of the kind of
pastor Christiania believes will best lead towards the future mission and ministry in this place, thanks to
our MET.

Y
O
U
T

There cannot be total agreement. Given any gathering of thoughtful people, unanimity would be
startling and that’s okay. Just look at the people Jesus gathered to be his disciples and to bring his
story to the world.

Most know about Peter, one of the first great leaders of the Christian church, how he often
seemed to put his foot in his mouth only to be forgiven again and given words to speak to a stubborn
world (Mark 8:33; Acts 3). In Jesus’ closest circle too, were the brothers James and John. Jesus called
them “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17) and chided their mother for trying to maneuver them into places of
honor (Matthew 20:21). Had they not heard his words about the first being last and the last first?

CONFIRMATION NEWS
January 10: 6th & 7th Lesson 8 Kings
8th & 9th Lesson 8 Apostles Creed Article #1
January 17: 6th & 7th Field trip or Speaker
8th & 9th Field trip or Speaker
January 24: 6th & 7th Lesson 9 Babylonian Captivity
8th & 9th No Confirmation Temple visit on 1/26
January 31: 6th & 7th No Confirmation, Temple Israel visit 2/2
8th & 9th Lesson 8 Apostles Creed Article #2,3

Lock-In
6th-9th Grade lock-in on drop-off on December 31 at
6:00 p.m. and pick-up January 1 at 8:00 a.m.
Contact CYF Leader, Joe Jorgensen for more information.
Sign-up by Wednesday, December 27, with Joe.

Confirmation Students
Go to Sign-up Genius for
assignments

Most startling, however, was that Simon the Zealot and Matthew the tax collector were in the
same company. This would be like having an extreme right-wing Republican in the same company as
an extreme left-wing Democrat (Matthew 10:3; Luke 6:15). Political agreement was not part of Jesus’
company. What was part, what became most critical, was that different opinions were set aside so that
the disciples could gather and go forward in prayer, in Jesus’ name and in the confidence of the Holy
Spirit’s guidance.

ELCA
YOUTH
GATHERING 2018
Houston, TX. We are making plans to
attend the 2018 ELCA Youth gathering
which will be held in Houston, TX from
June 27 - July 1. It is open to any youth
currently in 8th - 12th grade. There will
be an informational meeting midSeptember with more details. To learn
more about the National Youth
Gathering, visit the ELCA website.

There are a wealth of new opportunities available for the Confirmation students.
Grades 6-9 will be encouraged to use the Sign-up Genius to serve as: acolytes,
ushers, kitchen servers, Sunday School assistants, nursery help or music
participants. We would like all the young people to participate in some service to the
congregation. Should you come up with a creative, Christ centered idea not included
in the above list, please let Joe, Kim or Pr. Rebecca know and we’ll talk.

That’s the model that will serve us best as we enter this new year.
Over and over again Jesus gathered his disciples and the crowds together to learn from his
words and from his words they learned healing and hope. Some went off in wild directions but, even as
for Peter, God called them back, forgave and renewed them with the promise that stands today, that
his blood of the new covenant is poured out for us and for all people for the forgiveness of sins and we
are to participate in this remembrance (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22 and 1 Corinthians 11).
So as we live into the story of God’s perfect son, let us follow him in trust, in prayer, in the sure
and certain hope that God is with us as we pray for the Call of the new pastor, a Children, Youth and
Family Director and as we gather to continue the work and wonder that Jesus lives among us. In Christ
and in anticipation, Interim Pastor Rebecca

After weeks of rehearsal and preparation, praise to the Sunday School kids for an outstanding
Christmas Program performance! A warm thank you to all the teachers and volunteers who helped.
There were 299 in attendance.
Wishing everyone a Happy New Year!

In Christ,
Tia

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello 2018. Let’s get the new year started! A new year will bring excitement, challenges
and solutions. This new year we all need to feel a part of Christiania’s successful future!
On December 4th we had a special congregational meeting to elect members to be on a call
committee for a new called pastor. The candidates were Jane Ward, Jack Eckdahl, Jody
Emmons, Rob Metz, John Wedel and Tori Ruh. The results were 77 yes, 0 no and one
invalid ballot. These members plus one person appointed from the executive council will
make up the seven member call committee.
CHANCEL CHOIR
Chancel Choir is open to
confirmed youth and adults, regardless of musical
experience (reading music is not required). Weekly
rehearsals are Wednesday’s from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. We generally sing one Sunday per month at
both services. For Music, practice CDs and this year’s
schedule, please contact Dr. Matt Steinbron.
Chancel Choir Director: Dr. Matt Steinbron
(worship@christianialutheranchurch.org)
CHORISTER CHOIR
Children (K-5) will rehearse during the opening of
Sunday School each Sunday through the school year.
Performance dates are listed below:
February 18: 10:45 a.m.
March 25: 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Palm Sunday
May 13: 10:45 a.m.
Chorister Choir Director: Joe Jorgensen
(CYFleader@christianialutheranchurch.org)

NITTY GRITTY CHURCH BAND
Our “non-traditional” band includes
vocalists, standard band instruments (guitar, bass,
piano), and specialty instruments (mandolin, accordion,
banjo, etc.). We welcome enthusiastic musicians who
are confident with their voice or instrument. The band
plays during most 10:45 a.m. services during the school
year, and rehearses from 4:45-5:45 p.m. on
Wednesday’s preceding those services. Please contact
Dr. Matt for more information
(worship@christianialutheranchurch.org).
SPECIAL MUSIC
Are you musically inclined and want to perform a solo or
with a small group during a service? There are many
performance opportunities throughout the year and all
are welcome to share their musical talents, be it singing
or instrumental. Please contact Dr. Matt, for more
information.

YOUTH MUSIC
A variety of musical activities for 6-12 graders will be
held throughout the school year. All youth are welcome
HANDBELL CHOIRS
to propose activities to Dr. Matt. Please watch
The Handbell Choirs will rehearse on
Wednesday’s, through the school year. announcements for further details.
The Youth Handbell Choir will meet
from 6:00-6:25 p.m. and the Adults
MUSICAL TALENT SHOW
from 6:30-7:10 p.m.
There are musical talents abound
Performance dates are listed
at Christiania, and they will be
below:
showcased during a talent show
on February 11 at 4:00 p.m. This
January 28: 8:30 a.m.
will be open to any musical act
February 25: 10:45 a.m.
(small or large groups, young or old), and will not be
March 18: 10:45 a.m.
restricted to sacred music as long as it is appropriate for
April 22: 8:30 a.m.
all ages. Please contact, Dr. Matt for more information.
Handbell Directors:
Debbie Lundeen (dlundeen60@gmail.com)
Sharon Thompson (sharonthompson@frontiernet.net)
LITURGICAL WIND ENSEMBLE
The wind ensemble is open to any
instrumentalist from middle schoolers to
adults, and non-wind players are
welcome! We usually play with hymns,
liturgical music, and for special music
during the 8:30 a.m. service on the third Sunday of each
month. For rehearsal times contact Carol Metz.
Liturgical Wind Ensemble Director:
Carol Metz (rjmetz1@frontiernet.net)

December has been a very busy month for staff and volunteers participating in the youth bake sale, the Sunday
School Christmas program, the Christmas Music Festival, and Christmas eve and Christmas day worship
services. A thank you is in order for all who put in the extra effort to make all of this happen.
Executive council topics of interest
--The total budget for 2018 is about the same as 2017. There were areas of increases and decreases to even
it out
--We provided raises for staff
-- Council approved a credit card and prepaid debit card policy so the office manager can pay bills online
--Bob Monio gave a power point presentation on the status of the MET explaining what they have done and
what is planned f or the next months
--Cody Metz informed us of a company that is called Prayer Board. It has an APP for your phone. You can
send and receive prayers for yourself and others. We will be looking into how this could be used for church
members. Thank you Cody for bringing this innovative idea to our council.
We can use the month of January to finalize your thoughts to the MET team. Put January 21 on your calendar
to come and be a part of the town hall meeting where the MET team will present the findings of the surveys.
January 28 is the annual meeting. We are looking forward to seeing many of you at both of these meetings.
Excitement, challenges and solutions, 2018 could have it all!
Happy New Year!

January, 28 at 12:00 p.m.

Reports are due in the office on January 3rd.

GOD WITH US
TEXT: “… and they shall call His name
Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
(Matthew 1:23b)
“Would you stay with me, please? ”That
was what I asked my friend when I was
sitting in a cubicle at our nearby hospital,
facing emergency surgery. I didn’t want to be left all
alone. It was too scary.
Children ask this, too. “Can I sleep with you tonight?” they
ask, standing by their parents’ bedside. “It’s too dark, and
I don’t want to be by myself.”
When we’re frightened, when we’re sad or grieving or
troubled, we need other people. We need someone to be
with us, maybe just to hold our hands if nothing else.
They don’t have to say anything—just being there is
enough.
God knows this about us. And one of the best promises
He gave us was the promise to send His Son, Jesus, who
would be called “Immanuel.” Literally the name means
“With-us God.” Jesus is proof that God has not simply set
the world going and then wandered away, like some
philosophers think. God is with us, actively involved in our
lives, calling and saving and forgiving.
When my son was tiny, he would not go down a slide at
the playground by himself. He had to have Mommy or
Daddy to go with him. Then he had courage. We depend
on Jesus, God-with- us, the same way, don’t we? We
can’t face death alone. But Jesus has gone there first
ahead of us when He died and rose again. He knows the
way. And He says to us, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5b). He goes with us now
through our daily lives, and He will go with us then, as we
face death. He will bring us all the way through, to the
resurrection He has promised us and all believers on the
other side. Jesus is God always with us.
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, stay with me when I am afraid
or grieving. Keep me close to You. Amen.
THE LUTHERAN HOUR

FUNERAL COORDINATORS
NEEDED
One of the most impressive gifts I
have witnessed at Christiania is
the willingness of folks to bring
food to, clean up after and serve
at the time of a funeral. The kind gathering of
conversation before and after a funeral is so important.
Critical to that gathering are the ones who lead the
organizing of the food.
Christiania has been wonderfully blessed through the
years by many who have led the CLCW Funeral
Committee, most recently Janice Geissler and Arlene
Jacobson. However, the time has come for both of these
remarkable women to step down.
Cheryl Schindeldecker has agreed to step up but we are
in serious need of another organizer, preferably two. The
work is well shared between two or, ideally, three people.
I pray that some will take this need to God in prayer and,
as God directs, let either Janice Geissler or Cheryl
Schindeldecker know of your willingness. God bless you
and thank you for carrying on this important work for God.
Int. Pr. Rebecca
Norwegian Supper Chairperson(s)
Needs an organized person who can
designate responsibilities. We have a lot
of volunteer support for this event. There
are excellent notes and a suggested timeline to guide the
work.
For more information, contact Linda Otto 952-469-8561
or ottolm@frontiernet.net.

BIBLE STUDY
Tuesday’s at 7:30 a.m.
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Thursday’s at 10:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
You are invited to join Wednesday night Bible study at
7:30 p.m. Following Chancel Choir practice. We will
follow the choir and Confirmation Wednesday evening
THANK YOU
schedule, throughout the program year. We are studying
Thank you to all who answered my
“Daniel & Esther, Israel in Exile” by John
calls, brought cakes, worked at funerals MacArthur. Copies of the study guide can be purchased
and supported me during my time as
at the Lifeway Bookstore in Burnsville. The cost of the
Funeral Lunch
study guide is $10.70. If you have any questions contact,
Coordinator for the CLCW. Keep up
Juli Skillman at 952-393-8158, JuliSkillman@gmail.com
the good work!
Look forward to seeing you there!
Janice Geissler
WEDNESDAY DINNERS
ALTAR GUILD Dinners resume January 10. Watch the
VOLUNTERS WANTED
weekly bulletin for menus. All are
Every year, after the holidays, the Altar Guild members
welcome to come enjoy a meal and
do a cleaning of the pews in the sanctuary and chapel
fellowship.
areas. This year we are inviting church members to help
if they can. On Saturday, January 6 at 8:30 a.m., the
We are looking for volunteers to cook the main dish.
Altar Guild will meet to do this cleaning. After cleaning,
Have the dish ready to serve by 5:00 p.m. on
we have a short meeting to sign up for service months for w\Wednesday and I’ll provide all sides and extras. Turn
2018. All are welcome to attend and hear more about the inreciepts to be reimbursed. Please contact, Rachel
Altar Guild, as we are always looking for new members.
Fausch at 612-756-0406 or rachel.fausch@hotmail.com if
you would like to volunteer.
This is a big task and we appreciate your help. If you
Time: 5:30 - 6:15 p.m.
have any questions or concerns, please contact Cheryl
Cost: $4/a plate suggested donation.
Schindeldecker at 952-469-3795 or email at
January Dinner Menu: TBD
candeschinde@gmail.com

BOOK DISSCUSSION GROUP
On January 31 we will be discussing, “The
Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah. On February
28 we will be discussing “Millers Valley”
written by Anna Quindlen. We invite you to
come join the Book Discussion
Group in 2018.
Read new books, meet new
friends and enjoy some fellowship. We
meet in the Social Hall on the last
Wednesday of the month at 11:30. Bring a
bag lunch, coffee is furnished.

LUNCH BUNCH
On January 10, Lunch Bunch will
be meeting at Firehouse Grille
in New Market at 11:30 a.m. If
you would like more information,
please call Karen Erickson at 952652-2605. If you have never
come to Lunch Bunch, we would like for you to join in!
EXPLORATION OF THREE GREAT MONOTHEISTIC
RELIGIONS

If you would like more information, please call Arlene
Jacobson at 952-461-2229.
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RISK MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT
In November, a Risk Manager from Church Mutual
visited our church and highlighted several areas that
should be fixed. Our fantastic Custodian is taking care
of all of the items. Thank you Harold.
Install tamper resistant faceplates for all electrical
outlets in the Nursery and rooms occupied by
children pre-schooled age. Harold will pick up
tamper resistant faceplates for all rooms since
the pre-schooled age children’s Sunday school
rooms rotate yearly.
Install CO2 detectors in the kitchen and boiler room.
Secure the TV on the carts. These had been
secured but one came loose.
Consider adding a boiler emergency shut off switch
that is visible on the outside entry door.
CHRISTIANIA LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
CLCW next meeting is Wednesday,
January 16 at 9:30 a.m. We begin our
morning with coffee at 9:30 a.m., Bible
Study at 10:00 a.m. and continue with the
business meeting at 11:00 a.m. or shortly
thereafter. Come join us for the Bible
Study or the whole morning. Our Bible
Study is taken from the “Gather”
magazine. To subscribe to this magazine go to
www.gathermagazine.org and follow the prompts to
Augsburg Fortress where you will fill in the necessary
information, or you can call 845-267-3074 (toll free).
The cost is $19.95 for one year (10 issues).
CRADLE ROLL
The CLCW sends engraved medallions to those
celebrating their first baptismal birthday. Cards and
small gifts are sent on the second and third
anniversary. The names and addresses are provided
by the church office. Costs are reimbursed by the
CLCW. Contact Linda Otto, for more information.

Join Int. Pastor Rebecca in the Heritage/Youth Room
Sundays, January 14, 21 & 28 at 9:45 a.m. for a
religious exploration of three great monotheistic
religions.
THANK YOU
Thank you for your generous donations for
the Hurricane victims in Puerto Rico.
Many gift items were collected; solar
batteries, books in Spanish, bed sheets,
games and toys. Sharon shipped the items
which will be much appreciated by the
families in Puerto Rico. It was also nice to have
Sharon’s niece Lora visit us during coffee hour to talk
about the people she had contact with that would
actually benefit from our gifts!
MISSION SUNDAY
January, 21st is designated
Mission Sunday! We will have
representatives from Camp
Onamia, 360 Communities, Our Tanzania Mission
Team, Northfield Retirement Community and more!
This is a great Sunday to learn how our church is
involved in outreach in our community and world.
Missions Ministry Team: Sharon Buckley,
Scott Tempel, Kaylee Wilkins, Lori Peterson

VALENTINE COOKIE PROJECT
The CLCW is again sponsoring the
Valentine Cookie delivery to special
members who have been unable to
join us due to health reasons. We
also like to include members who need a friendly “hello”
from their church family. If you would like to help with
this project by baking cookies, please bring two dozen
cookies to church by 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February
3rd.
We will pack containers with a variety of cookies and
label them with name and address for delivery. If you
would like to visit a member and deliver the cookies,
you can sign out a labeled box after packing on Sat. or
between services on Sunday, Feb. 4. Please contact
Lori Peterson or Linda Otto if you would like to add
someone to the delivery list.

