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We start with Christ

in our

serving,

Constitution Update – It’s Time to Vote!
All year I have been providing information regarding our
updated constitution. This was approved by a margin of
92% at the 2014 Annual Meeting; only a majority vote was
required.
According to our current constitution, the proposed
changes now need to be “ratified without further change
at the next annual meeting, by a two-thirds vote of those
present and voting.”
Just as a reminder, this update of our governing document
incorporates the Model Constitution for Congregations of the
ELCA, adopted at the time of the ELCA formation in
1987. It includes basic Lutheran beliefs and the legal support and relationship to the ELCA. We have also incorporated a change in governance structure that separates the
Church Council into two governing bodies. The Executive
Council will be responsible for general oversight of church
functions, vision, strategic planning, policies, procedures,
finances, and personnel. The Ministry Board will oversee
the Ministry Teams, which we currently know as
Commissions.
A dedicated team worked tirelessly last year to review
every article, phrase, and word of the update as approved.
We look forward to having this ratified, and then to consider any minor amendments to keep it updated as the
years go on.
Please come to the 2015 Annual Meeting on January 25th
and vote Yes!
Sharon Buckley, Council President
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caring,

in our

growing

January Worship
Jan. 4

Sunday Worship

Christmas 2 Matthew 2:13-23
8:30 am Traditional Worship w/Communion
10:45 am Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.

Jan. 11

Sunday Worship

Epiphany 1 Matthew 3:1-17
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:45 am Non-Traditional Worship

Jan. 18

Mission Sunday

Epiphany II Matthew 4:1-17
8:30 am *Traditional Worship w/Communion
*Liturgical Wind Ensemble
10:45 am Traditional Worship w/Communion

Jan. 25

Sunday Worship
Annual Meetings Sunday

Epiphany III Matthew 5:1-20
8:30 am Non-Traditional Worship
9:30 am Annual Meeting
10:45 am Non-Traditional Worship
Sunday School & Fellowship Sundays at 9:30 am

Happy New Year
The traditional reading for New Year’s Eve Day is the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah 24, God speaking to the
people - I will set my eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them back to this land. I will build them up, and not tear
them down; I will plant them, and not pluck them up. I will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD; and they shall
be my people and I will be their God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart.

New Year’s is a time to reboot, reset all your programs, and renew the original settings. For the people of Israel,
it had been a devastating year. Jeremiah reminds them that repentance will bring them back to God and God
never abandons them. The lesson is read on the eve of New Year because it is a reminder that we can reset with
God, recommit to serving our Lord.
This year 2015 will be a bit of a reset for Christiania, too. Our year was not the difficult year of Jeremiah’s kin,
yet the words invigorate and encourage our relationship with God.
First, Karen Frame announced her retirement after 31+ years as our office manager. We will celebrate her many
years of service and dedication to Christiania Lutheran. It is hard to imagine how the office will function in the
future since Karen has overseen enormous changes in the church (remember big hair and mullets were in style!
Cheers sitcom was only beginning the long run on TV). We will thank Karen formally before her official
retirement, which is May 31.
Our council is putting together a task force to oversee the transition. We will re-evaluate the position of Office
Manager and determine the future needs of our congregation. Our President Sharon Buckley and VP Joe
Jorgensen will lead that endeavor.
Pastor Nancy Brown left our staff last February and we began to implement the Staffing Task Force Plan by
hiring our Children, Youth, and Family Leader. Steven Olan is now serving purposefully and serving the
Christiania vision very well.
Other important staff notes: Rachel Fausch has begun filling the shoes of Lee West at the treasurer position. Our
Financial Committee wrote many policies and procedures to enable a smooth transition. Lee’s expertise helped
us to refine our accounting techniques. Rachel has a banking background and we are confident our finances will
be in good hands.
When Bishop Lull visited our congregation at the end of November, she commented on the energy and depth of
involvement, particularly our service in Jesus’ name. She was impressed with positive atmosphere and
enthusiasm that a guest felt. Kudos to Christiania!
Our Annual Meeting is January 25 in between worship services. We will be ratifying our updated constitution
this year and moving into a slightly different form of governance. The transition has begun in order to smoothly
move into this operation. Joe Jorgensen will be nominated as president and he is ready to lead us. Others who
have been involved have stepped forward to take key position to make the transition seamless.
Also, we are excited about our new partnership with Urban Ventures with our 6 acre plot that we purchased from
Oren Larson about 2 years ago (we purchased 10 acres, 6 tillable). They will speak at our Mission Sunday
services.
All of this ministry and work is to fulfill the words of Jeremiah – for they
shall return to me with all of their heart.
Happy New Year!

Pastor
Dave

Newsletter from your Property Commission

Thank
You

Did you notice that the scrub trees are down along Pillsbury? That really opened up the view to our church. In the spring, we
will do further cleanup of the area. Thank you to Greg Silus for all of his work over the last several weeks in getting the trees
down. It took a team of workers on Saturday, December 13, to take the rest down and burn the brush. Thank you to Greg, Carl
Bahnsen, Todd Brinkhaus, Jack Eckdahl, Bruce Lundeen, Bruce Mohn, Brent Mohn and members of the Property Commission for
a great job.
Now that we’ve exposed the north side of our property, we see where we need to spend our efforts next year. We will
continue painting the trim on the north windows as soon as weather permits. The paint has been purchased and is waiting
willing hands. We will be looking for expertise in helping us put together a design for landscaping on this side of the church.
As suggested in the Energy Audit we had completed last spring, the thermostats are being replaced with programmable
thermostats throughout the church, thanks to Brad Smith and Steve Anderson from the Property Commission. This will better
help us keep our heating and cooling costs in line.
In November, the Property Commission was invited to attend a youth meeting between church services. The kids were excited
about getting involved with some of our projects. Some of them had suggestions that we were able to implement immediately.
We will continue to be in contact with the Youth Commission Chair to see how we can work together in maintaining our church
property.
There is a subcommittee to the Property Commission called the “Parsonage/Farm Land Sub Committee;” they are responsible for
resolving issues in these two areas. We have a three-year vacancy on this committee. If you are interested, please contact the
church office.
We want to keep you updated on the projects that were completed in 2014 and the projects we will be recommending to
Council in January.
2014 Projects completed
Outside maintenance (paint, footings and fill for the two new sheds)

$1,350

Replacement of the septic system with at-grade system

$20,550

Tiling at the farm – tile only; labor was donated by the land renter

$5,000

Replacement of six programmable thermostats

$980

Replacement of south and west entrance doors (to be installed after Christmas)

$18,590
Total

2015 Projects That will be recommended to Council in January
Replacement of boiler –We suggest removing this from the 2015 project list. Minor repairs at this time are more fiscally responsible with the installation of six new programmable thermostats. Replacement will be added to our “future improvements” list.
Extension of the heating element and sidewalk repair - Extend the heating element to the
end of the sidewalk and replace concrete.
Parking Lot – Determine an effective way to protect the parking lot; we may possibly be
looking at extending the blacktop over the gravel on the north end of the lot.
Outside maintenance and landscaping (shrubs, trails, patio work, painting).
Sound dampening in Fellowship Hall – This has been looked at several times; we will take
another look at new technologies.
Total

$46,470

$0
$1,500
$9,800
$6,500
$5,000
$22,800

Blessings from your Property Commission: Brad Smith, Warren Peterson, Steve Anderson, and Jeanne Nash Hoffmann. Thank
you for allowing us to serve Christiania in 2014.

Christiania Lutheran Church

Tuesday—Friday
Wednesday

We have the most amazing and giving congregation
I know! You care and want to help the world. You
know it’s the little things done by many people, and
that putting it all together makes a bigger gift that is
such a blessing to the families being helped.

Telephone Numbers
Office
952-461-2283
Fax
952-461-4182
Email Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org

This year we were able to give basic necessities and
fun gifts to those facing challenging times. We also
gave grocery certificates to each family .

26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville, MN 55044

Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.

Remember, for each smile, kind word, hug or small act of kindness—NO
matter how small, it makes a difference. You are all amazing and truly
represent the goodness that God wishes for all of us—thank you again for
your generosity!

Web Address
www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org
Christiania Staff
Dave Mesaros

Senior Pastor

Steven Olan

CYF Leader

Karen Frame

Sherri Mohn
Armful of Love Coordinator

Office Manager

Harold Martin
Tom Carlson

Thank you!

Custodian
Worship/Music Coordinator

Madalyn Petersen

Web-site/Newsletter

Rachel Fausch

Treasurer

Other Contacts
Sharon Buckley

Council President

Cheryl Schindeldecker
Debbie Lundeen

Altar Guild
Bells Director

Joe Jorgensen

Chorister Choir Director

Linda Otto

Church Women (CLCW)

Daryl Rieck & Bob Monio

Usher Coordinator

Caregiver Support Group
A family caregiver is anyone who is caring for a loved one—be it an
elderly family member/loved one, or a younger person. He or she
may be caring for the loved one in a home and/or escorting them to
and from appointments or events.
This caregiver may be you. We are currently organizing a Caregiver
Support Group. This is a peer-to-peer group, giving you time to
check in and also providing support and education about caregiving.
Learn about relating to and giving care, and also about taking care
of yourself. Talk with other caregivers and listen to them in a
supportive manner.
Watch for more details. Meetings will be here at Christiania,
probably twice a month. Dates and times to be announced.
If you have questions or suggestions, please contact Jody Wilkins, RN
at 952-242-4255.

After 31 years as Christiania’s secretary/office manager, Karen Frame has given her resignation
effective the end of May 2015. While we hate to see her go, we wish her well in her retirement!
A celebration of her years of service will be held later.
At this time the Council is forming a Task Force to review the job description and how the needs
of this position may have evolved over the years. If you have specific input, please contact Joe
Jorgensen, Sharon Buckley or Alan Ritchie.
- Sharon Buckley

Secret Santa Appreciation
It was a moving moment to watch our young people become empowered
with the joy of giving. The little ones chose what they wanted for each of
their special people, wrapped the gifts themselves and proudly carried them
home with a happy (and conspiratorial) twinkle in their eyes. That was
exactly what we were hoping to achieve and it was great fun for all
involved! Thank you to each one of you who helped with set up, donated
items and gift wrap – it would not have existed without you. Thank you to Steven Olan and the
wonderful Youth who were great leaders that day! Thank you to Harold Martin for helping ensure
the specifics and also to Mary Ovans for lending the beautiful, homemade Christmas aprons for the
workers. Thanks also to the Wilkins family for all your time and help! The proceeds get invested
back into our amazing kids. Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!! - Amy Lindquist

My husband John passed
away unexpectedly
December 15. I want to
thank everyone who has
offered support, kindness
and prayer during this time.

BaptismS
at
Christiania

Special thanks to Pastor Dave, the CLCW kitchen
crew, my Bible Study Group, and L3. Our church
is filled with so many wonderful caring people.
Thank you for being there for me.

Willow Raan Larsen Thompson and
Indigo Sci Larsen Thompson
Daughters of Sonya Larsen and
Kenneth Thompson
Baptized November 30, 2014
Jesse Andrew Amemiya
Son of Cain & Tammy Amemiya
Baptized December 28, 2014

- Lori Peterson

Altar Guild
Altar Guild invites church members for some of your
time and talent in the area of cleaning the church
pews—on Saturday, January 10 at 8:30am. We
have a short meeting after the cleaning to sign up for
service months. All are welcome to attend and hear
more about the Altar Guild—we are always looking
for new members.
This is a big task and we appreciate your help. Treats will be served
after cleaning! Questions, contact Cheryl Schindeldecker at
952-469-3795.

New Doors = New Keys
Sometime (hopefully this month
when the weather warms up
some), the new doors will be
installed on the church. They
will have new locks! If you have
a key to the church, you will
need to contact Karen in the
church office for a replacement.
We’ll keep you informed through
Sunday bulletin announcements.

Church Phone: 952/461-2283
January, 2015

January Ministries

Communion Assistants
Jan. 4

Offering Counters
Jan. 4

Phyllis Hullett, Cathy Breyer

Jan. 11

Phyllis Hullett, Janice Geissler

Jan. 18

David Frame, Janice Geissler

Jan. 25

David Frame, Alissa Jorgensen

Lectors
Jan. 4

Jan. 11

Jan. 18
Jan. 25

8:30

Alan Ritchie

10:45

Alan Ritchie

Jan. 18

8:30

Madalyn Petersen, Mariann Storlie,
Vonny Laddusaw

10:45

Doc & Geeg Aaker, Jeff Martin

8:30

Larry & D.C. Needham,
Bob Jacobson

10:45

Lucky & Connie Rimpila

Greeters
Jan. 4

Ken & Sue Beske

Jan. 11

Jerry & Elaine Swedin

Jan. 18

Carl & Cheryl Bahnsen, Todd Brinkhaus

Jan. 25

Jack & Joan Eckdahl

8:30
10:45

Bob Monio

Coffee Servers

8:30

Kim Robertson

Jan. 4

10:45

Lucky Rimpila

Arlene Jacobson, Carol Melgaard,
Martha Nelson

Jan. 11

Pete & Madalyn Petersen
Matt Walker, Logan Petersen

Jan. 18

Mike & Martha Donahoe
Allie Lucast, Jade Seurer

Jan. 25

Scott & Lonna Selkirk
Brit Vandenheuvel, Tia Ruh

8:30
10:45

Happy New Year! Did you know … that Northfield Retirement Community offers
multiple
living options for you or your loved ones? Residents find the right place for their needs, choosing from fully independent living apartments,
assisted living options, our memory care unit
and our top-quality skilled nursing care units.
NRC is dedicated to outreach services as works
of love and mercy for aging individuals. Visit us

Wednesday Meals
5:30—6:15 pm, $4.00 per person
January 14: tator tot hot dish, mixed green salad,
grapes & bananas, cake, milk
January 21: chicken enchiladas, Spanish rice,
fruit cocktail, ice cream, milk
January 28: meatballs, buttered noodles, mixed
vegetables, apples, sweet rolls, milk

at northfieldretirement.org.

Thank you to our volunteers
Every Sunday it takes many volunteers to make for a successful and smooth-running worship experience –
greeters, ushers, acolytes, communion assistants, Sunday School teachers, offering counters, Altar Guild
members – and the list goes on. At times, it is a challenge for the coordinators to get volunteers for these
tasks – we thank ALL of you who so willingly “step up to the plate” when asked to help. If you would like
to help out in a specific area and have not been asked – just let the office know and we’ll get you on the list!

Prayers for our Congregation
Bridget Anderson
Fran Schmitt

Special Sunday School activity on January 4.
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Children’s
Sunday School Christmas program run smoothly! It was a
wonderful program! DVDs are available on the Marketplace
Table (cost $5.00).
A special Sunday School activity is being planned for Sunday,
January 4—all children meet in the youth room. Our next
rotation will start on January 11, the Story of Queen Esther.
We wish all of you a Happy New Year!
Michelle Vosejpka, vosejpka@lonstel.com
Kris Geissler, kriabblil@gmail.com

Orville Nelson
Mary Lou Ruh

Lori Peterson—her husband John died
George & Donna Silverness family—Donna’s
sister, Jean Hall, died
Ron & Mary Ovans—Ron’s mother died
Eunice Ott’s nephew, Rick
Tom Carlson’s mother, Evelyn
Brian Aasen’s mother, Jan
Tia Smith’s mother & father
Kelly Ron’s mother, Jean
Friend of Mariann Storlie, Sandy
John & Don Storlie’s cousin, Diane
Friend of the Aakers, John
Dwayne Vosejpka’s brother, Dan
Rachel Fausch’s mother
Ron & Pete Petersen & Gladys
Bolton’s brother, Wally
*Kevin Amundson
*Brady Nelson
*Ana van Koeverden
*Caring Bridge Websites

LUNCH BUNCH Since the weather is always iffy in January, Lunch Bunch
will meet at the Firehouse Grill (Cty Rd. 2 on the west
side of New Market) at 11:30am Wednesday, January
14. Call Karen Erickson, 952-652-2605 if you need a
ride from church. We’ll discuss the schedule for the
rest of the year, so come with suggestions.

Author Speaks on Addiction
The Lakeville School District and Community Partnership will host two
events in January that focus on addiction and recovery.
Both feature author William C. Moyers, a recovering crack addict for
more than 19 years. Moyers is also vice president of public relations and
community affairs at Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation.
The first event, “Addiction affects all,” will be an all-school assembly
on January 13 at Lakeville North HS. The second, which focuses on the
science and treatment of addiction, is open to the public and will be held
from 7-8:30pm at Hosanna! church, 9600 163rd St., W., Lakeville, in the
sanctuary. A question-and-answer period will follow.

2015 Christiania
Men’s and Boy’s
Retreat
at Bay Lake
June 5-7, 2015

Mark your
calendars now
and recruit some
new
participants!

Christiania Youth!
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING
July 15 –19 in Detroit, Michigan

Jumpstart (grades 6-9) and Revive (grades 10-12) gather
in fellowship hall at 9:30 and then move to the Youth
Room at 9:45am—join us for fun and lively discussions!

For where two or three are gathered in my
name, I am among them (Matthew 18:20).
This is an opportunity for youth completed
8th-12th grade. Gather with thousands of
youth from around the country for faith
formation, worship, service & fellowship.
$150 DEPOSIT DUE BY JANUARY 12 for
early bird pricing of $950; after January 12
total price is $1,000. We need all attendees
signed up before March 1st to decide if we
have enough students to commit to a trip.

Who: Grades 6-9
What: Ski Retreat
When: Friday, Jan 16 to
Monday, Jan. 19
Cost is $215 per student
(includes equipment rental and
all food for the weekend).
Payment due by January 4.
After January 4, payment is
$230. Spots are going fast!

A special Thank You to the Youth Commission
ladies—Kim Robertson, Lori Rogers, Kersten
Richter and Denise Kanfield—for making the
pie bake sale a HUGE SUCCESS!!

CONFIRMATION
When: Wednesdays 6:30—8 pm
January 7, 14, 21 & 28 (note
change from the Handbook—there IS
Confirmation on January 7

In the case of inclement weather,
we cancel confirmation based on
the Lakeville School District’s
cancellation.

Like Christiania Lutheran Church page on
Facebook! Watch for information about
upcoming events.

Children, Youth & Family Leader
Christiania Lutheran Church
Steven Olan
steven.a.olan@gmail.com
925-759-6860 (yes, it is area code 925)

A Publication of Christiania Lutheran Church
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Elko, MN 55020

26691 Pillsbury Avenue
Lakeville, MN 55044

PERMIT #3

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 952-461-2283
Fax: 952-461-4182

Worship Schedule
Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Education & Fellowship
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship

DATED MATERIAL

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org

—”Chilly” Sunday—
Book Discussion Group
chili, soups & stews

—Food— of— the— Month—
Mission Sunday
January 18
A representative from Urban Ventures
will be our guest speaker.

Deadline for the February 2015 edition of
the Christiania Newsletter is Jan. 18.
Email info. to Karen Frame at
Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org.

A new beginning in 2015. We invite you
to join us for Book Discussion at 11:30
on the last Wednesday of the month in
fellowship hall. Bring a bag lunch, coffee
is furnished.
January 28: The Dove Keepers
by Alice Hoffman
February 25: Wonder
by R.J. Palacio

Annual Meetings of Christiania Lutheran Church
and Christiania Lutheran Church Foundation
Sunday, January 25, 2015
9:30 am
Mark your calendars!

