MARCH 2016

We start with Christ

in our

serving,

Holy Week
and
Easter
at
Christiania

Palm Sunday - March 20

Worship with palms 8:30 and 10:45am
Education and Fellowship at 9:30am

Maundy Thursday - March 24
Worship Service at 11:30am and 7:00pm with
Holy Communion and Handwashing
(noon meal served; NO evening meal)

Good Friday - March 25
Veiling of the Cross Service at 7:00pm

Easter Sunday - March 27
Easter Breakfast served 7:45-8:30am
and 9:30-10:30am
Festival Communion services at 8:30 and 10:45am
(no Sunday School)
Flowers to decor ate our Sanctuar y for Easter will
be available for order until March 6. See the
Information Desk or our website for the order form.

in our

caring,

in our

growing

March Sunday Worship

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

March 6—Lent 4-Luke 15:1-3,11b-32
8:30 am Traditional Worship with Communion
10:45 am Non-Traditional Worship with Communion
__________________________________________
March 13—Lent 5-John 12:1-8
8:30 am Traditional Worship
10:45 am Non-Traditional Worship
__________________________________________
March 20—Palm Sunday—Luke 22:14-23:56
8:30 am Traditional Worship with Communion
10:45 am Traditional Worship with Communion
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

March 27—Easter—Luke 24:1-12
8:30 am Traditional Worship with Communion
10:45 am Traditional Worship with Communion
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday School and Coffee Fellowship
Every Sunday at 9:30 am
(no Sunday School March 27)

Easter Egg Hunt for
children ages 2-grade 4:
* Saturday, March 26
* 9:00-11:00
Bring your child/ren or grandchildren for a morning of
fun: songs, animals and of course an Easter Egg Hunt!
There will be different stages of the hunt for different
age groups.
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

Membership – Does it matter?
Many years ago, I commonly heard folks say, “Why should I
get married? We do everything a married couple does and
we don’t need a piece of paper to affirm our love.” In
addition, the same argument is expressed, “I don’t need the
diploma to tell me how smart I am. It’s only a piece of
sheep skin.”
Actually, sheep skin or a piece of paper is extremely
important. The signed paper embodies a weighty
commitment to a future spouse, or the industrious pursuit of
learning. Many of today’s employers ask for the diploma
with your name on it before opening the door to a job
interview.
Interestingly, studies found more cases of domestic abuse
with live-in couples, then married couples. Psychologists
referred to it as the anxiety factor. When couples marry, that
piece of legal paper assures the spouse cannot just up and
leave without consequences, thus holding each accountable
to the relationship. Contracts that are signed mean more
than a wink and a nod.
Weddings are a rite of passage making public proclamation
of your commitment. Rites are extremely important in every
culture. Confirmation, graduations, inaugurations, funerals
and anniversaries mark a momentous milestone in our life.
They validate the importance.
I have been asked why should become a member of
Christiania or another congregation? What difference does
it make? Other than voting on congregational issues and
serving in a leadership capacity, non-members are not
excluded from participating in the life and mission of our
church. There are some denominations that exclude you

from participating in sacraments until you join, but we do
not.

I parallel the question to the ones at the beginning of my
article because becoming a member is a rite of passage. It is
public proclamation of an accountability between the present
members and new members, a Christian promise to care for
each other in sickness and in health. The piece of paper
opens the door for a relationship opportunity, one that
continues to the future.
When we become members, we know each other’s names.
Steven and I pondered in the office the other day about our
congregation. We concluded that we are a large
congregation by national ELCA average membership, yet
we still have a small town attitude in that knowing each
other’s name is important.

Why become a member? Why get married? Why get a
diploma?
It is significant to sign on the dotted line. It means we are
full-in and committed. We are part of something bigger than
ourselves. Even the Bible confirms that our names written
in the book of life confers meaningfulness.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I
urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also,
my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside
me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my
co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord
always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Philippians 4

-

Pastor Dave

Mission Ministry Team:
Food Shelf donations for the month of January totaled 98.5 pounds!
Loaves and Fishes – Date: Tues, March 29 Time: 3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Location: Creekside Community Center, 9801 Penn Ave S, Bloomington
Come join fellow Christiania members preparing a pizza meal for residents in that area who are in need of a
nutritious meal. Meal prep begins at 3:30 p.m. with serving and clean up done by 7:00 p.m.
At the last pizza meal serving on December 29th, 2015 our 15 volunteers served 155 people!
P.O.C. for more information is Dave Olson, 952-447-5485
Feed My Starving Children – Dave Olson has coordinated our next volunteer time to be Saturday, May 21st from
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Eagan Location. Please mark your calendars; a sign up sheet will be available on
the kiosk.
Easter Offering – this year our Lenten and Easter Offering will be given to meet our annual commitments to Camp
Onamia, our Tanzania/Iringa Partnership and to fight World Hunger. Our ELCA has asked us during the season
of Lent to focus on those who are in need of the basic need of food for life. With our agriculture theme of
"Grown Locally, Inspired Globally", we have decided to use offering to also help with costs for the new church
garden (locally) and to give Good Gifts thru the ELCA Program that help others in different area of the world
(globally).
Thank you in advance for your generous support of these missions of our church.
Mission Ministry Team – Dave Olson, Scott Tempel and Lori Peterson.

Thrivent Choice Charitable Grant Fund

Th
ank

If you are a Thrivent Financial member age 16 or older, you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars available for
you to direct to any of thousands of nonprofit organizations. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Click on “Get
started now” under “Direct Choice Dollars” and log in. Search for your preferred organization(s) and choose
where you’d like to direct Choice Dollars. This funding program has been in effect since 2010. Christiania
is one of those preferred organizations so you could be funding our church with your directed dollars. Deadline for directing these dollars is March 31, 2016.

March 2016– From the Property Committee
NOTICE TO ANYONE WHO HAS DONATED
TIME AND/OR MATERIALS TO OUR PROJECTS
Please call me (Jeanne Hoffmann – 952-215-8705)
if you need a letter acknowledging your contribution for
tax purposes.
Roof Replacement/Repair Update – At their first 2016
Executive Council meeting on February 13, the Council
approved the expenditure of $36,364 for the roof
replacement/ repair to be paid out of church savings
accounts - until a fund raiser can be held. With this
immediate funding source, the project can be started as
soon as weather permits. A fund raiser will be conducted
for reimbursement to our savings accounts after the
expense of the floor covering is established. The expense
for both projects will be included in one fund raising
campaign. If you are a licensed plumber or licensed
electrician and would like to volunteer your services
installing additional electrical into the Fellowship Hall/
Kitchen, or reroute the gas line over the roof, please let
me know. Call Jeanne at 952-215-8705.
Acoustic Panel Update – The installation of the acoustic
panel will be held up until after the roof project has been
completed. During the roof replacement, the Fellowship
Hall roof will be opened to install electrical into the
kitchen and Fellowship Hall. We don’t want to take a
chance on weather conditions damaging our panels.
Hopefully panels can be installed immediately after the
roof is closed back up.
Education Wing and Youth Room Flooring - The Property
Committee and new Council member Lee Braun have
been researching solutions to our bare concrete floors.
We are looking at polishing and coloring the floors; we
are looking at carpet squares. We need to be sure the
process and product we select solves all of our problems
for many years. More information will be obtained and
presented to the April Council meeting.

2016 Project List - The Council also approved our 2016
Project List. This year we have $15,364 remaining from
the 2015 Capital Campaign and Foundation matching
grants. The one project we want to complete is the replacement of the wooden frames around our stained glass
windows. The frames have wood rot and are in very
poor condition. Lee Braun said he would also help with
this project. We are currently working with a glass
company in Northfield who is trying to design a frame that
fits our needs. More information on this in the future.
Parsonage Update - We missed some of the volunteer
work that went into repairing our parsonage. Steve
Fredrickson fixed the garage doors. Before this they were
unsafe and not functioning properly. The trees and shrubs
were removed by Jason Estrem, John Mohn, Jerry Swedin,
and Gary Swedin. It looks great with all of that overgrowth gone. The front storm door was donated by Jerry
and Elaine Swedin and installed by Rob Ruh. The concrete
front steps were repaired by Rick and Paul Swedin. I can’t
forget our current renters. They cleaned all of the inside
of the house and have done considerable work on the
outside. It is a blessing to have such great people making
our house their home.
The “Friends” of the Property Committee.
We want to recognize the people who help us get
projects completed, who act as “mentors,” who share
their knowledge and wisdom, and who use their brawn
and toys to get our projects done. What would we do
without these wonderful people? Thank you!!
Bruce Mohn, Don Storlie, Jeff Martin, Lee Braun,
Christian Donovan, David Frame, and Greg Silus
(woodchopper extraordinaire)
Blessings from your Property Committee:
Steve Anderson, Warren Peterson, Brad Smith and
Jeanne Nash Hoffmann

Christiania Lutheran Church
26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville, MN 55044

Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Good Friday Services
Friday, March 25

Monday—Thursday
Friday

Telephone Numbers
Office
952-461-2283
Fax
952-461-4182
Email lbauer@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org

7:00pm
Traditional Worship
with Veiling of the Cross

Web Address
www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org
Christiania Staff
Dave Mesaros

Senior Pastor

Steven Olan

CYF Leader

Linda Bauer

Office Manager

Lunch Bunch
Tuesday, March 8
Red Fox Tavern at 11:30

Worship/Music Coordinator

(meet at the church at 11:00)

Tom Carlson
Harold Martin

Custodian

Rachel Fausch

Treasurer

Other Contacts
Andrew Wilkins

Council President

Cheryl Schindeldecker
Debbie Lundeen

Altar Guild
Bells Director

Joe Jorgensen

Chorister Choir Director

Linda Otto

Church Women (CLCW)

Bob Monio

Usher Co-Coordinator

Daryl Rieck

Usher Co-Coordinator

The Red Fox is located on Pillsbury Ave.,
north of the church but south of
McStop. It's on the east side of the road. Hope see you then! Contact
Karen Erickson at 952-652-2605 for information. While I don't think we
need reservations, it's nice to know generally how many are coming! If you've
never joined us before, consider coming this time. We are a really friendly
group!

In April, the tentative place is the King’s Room at St. Olaf. More
information about this will be in the April Newsletter.

Annual Artisan Sale
A special thanks to our talented Christiania members who
contributed their time and handcrafted items to our 2nd
Annual Artisan Sale, held in conjunction with the
Norwegian Dinner. It was a huge success.
We are excited and look forward to our 3rd Annual Sale
coming up in October. We encourage more members to
become involved. All funds raised go directly to CLCW
projects.
Thanks,
Mary Ovans & Tolly Swan

We serve a meal at Loaves and Fishes
(at Creekside Center on the corner of 98th &
Penn) on the 5th Tuesday of the month.
Below are the dates we will be serving in 2016:

March 29
May 31
August 30
November 29

Mark your calendars!

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
Saturday, May 21—9 to 11
Eagan

Did you know … NRC offers eight different living options for you or your
loved ones. From fully independent apartment living to a variety of
assisted living options, a memory care unit, and top-quality skilled
nursing care. Northfield Retirement Community is a Christian not-forprofit community where you will be comfortable, feel at home and live
life to the fullest.
Visit us at northfieldretirement.org for more information.

Watch for more information in the future
Newsletters.

Time to mark your calendars for:
Christiania’s 7th Annual Men’s Retreat Weekend
There will be Fishing
Fellowship
Food & Lodging
Friends
Fun
Friday, June 3 - Sunday, June 5 at Bay Lake Camp on an
island near Deerwood, MN. Just a 2 1/2 hour drive from
church. We’ll leave Friday at 8am—return Sunday about
2pm.
Breakfast: Saturday and Sunday
Lunch: Friday and Saturday
Dinner: Friday and Saturday
Lodging both nights: Appx cost $150
There will be a sign-up sheet posted on the kiosk soon.
Questions, contact Lucky Rimpila, 952-652-2899, or
Pastor Dave.

Lenten Suppers
Lenten meals continue each Wednesday.
Donations of soup and bars are needed, as well
as help in the kitchen preparing, serving and
cleaning up.
Please call Madalyn Petersen at 952-652-2696,
email at madandpete@gmail.com, or sign up
on the sheets posted on the kiosk to help set
up, bring soup, bars or clean up.
Any help you can give us would be most
appreciated!
Thank you for your support!
Congregational Life

Church Phone: 952/461-2283
March, 2015

March Ministries
Communion Assistants
Offering Counters
Mar. 6

Brad Smith, Eunice Estrem

Mar 13

Eunice Estrem, David Frame

Mar. 20

David Frame, Bob & Gladys Michelsen

Mar. 27

Lori Peterson, Judy Lantto, Jeff Martin,
Cheryl & Earl Schindeldecker, Brad Smith,
Bruce & Debbie Lundeen,

Youth Ushers
Mar. 13

8:30 Madison Coffing, Bri Hanson
Alex Hanson, Jenna Hayes

Acolyte

Mar. 13

Mar. 20

Mar. 27

8:30

Madalyn Petersen

10:45
Mar. 20

8:30

Jeff & Robin Martin

10:45

Connie & Lucky Rimpila
Melanie Kubischta

Greeters

10:45 Mallory Godfrey, Nate Anderson
Jake Bronson, Will Kanfield

Mar. 6

Mar. 6

Mar. 6

Sharon & Gordy Thompson

Mar. 13

Lori Peterson

Mar. 20

Diane & Dave Braun

Mar. 27

Alice & Don Storlie

Coffee Servers
8:30

Morgan Emmons, Abby Emmons

10:45

Jordan Bares, Jacob Bares

8:30

Nathan Anderson, Grace Estrem

10:45

Hannah Simon, Afton Vandenheuvel

8:30

Calvin Marsh, Jack Mohn

10:45

Cadyn Henry, Ashlynn Henry

8:30

Emily Mateak, Brooke Nelson

10:45

Lilli Swedin, Luke Thompson

Mar. 6

LeRoy & Lori Clausen
Emily Johnson, Brenna Moore

Mar. 13

Bo & Juli Skillman
Michael Fish, Ayden Scribner

Mar. 20

Richie & Joan Storlie
Hayden Jensen, Zachary VeVea

Mar. 27

Easter Sunday

Lectors
Mar. 6

Wednesday Meals
5:30—6:15pm, $4.00 per person
03/30/16—Sloppy joes, carrots & celery,
blueberries, cake & ice cream, lemonade.

8:30

Derrick Hongerholt

10:45
Mar. 13

Mar. 20

8:30

Alan Ritchie

10:45

Lucky Rimpila

8:30

Sue Beske

10:45
Mar. 24
Maundy
Thursday

7:00

Prayers for our Congregation

Dear Sunday school families:
For March, we are finishing up our lessons on the
Wedding at Cana. Then we look forward to the
week of Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday.
We will be celebrating the resurrection of our Lord!
The children will sing March 20, Palm Sunday - at
both services at the beginning of the service. If your
child can sing for both that would be super!
No Sunday school on Easter Sunday. Come and enjoy
services as a family!
Blessings from our Sunday school team to you!
Michelle Vosejpka, vosejpka@lonstel.com
Kris Geissler, kriabblil@gmail.com

PALM SUNDAY—March 20
The Sunday School children will sing at the beginning of
both services. If your child could sing at both services it
would be great!!

Please remember the following in your
prayers –
Bridget Anderson
Orville Nelson
Philip Tupa
Crisa Aasen
Brianna Streefland
Ron Petersen
Tim Krenz
Bud Mohn
Marcie Tonsager

Audrey, sister of Linda Bauer
John Agrimson son of Jewell Agrimson
(friend of congregational members)
Wes, Adam Fausch’s dad
Mary, sister of Cindy Hildreth
Vicki, friend of Karla Schrader
Jeffrey, nephew of Denise & Bill Kanfield
Laurell, Chris Hongerholt’s Aunt
Reece, grandson of Bertie & Dave Mohling
Shannon Clarke, niece of
Sharon & John Mohn
Richard, step-dad of Tia Johnson
Valerie, friend of Melanie Kubischta
Barb, mom of Martha Donahoe
Ona, Madalyn Petersen’s sister
Julie, Sherri Mohn’s foster-sister
Laurie T., friend of Lori Rogers
Betty Johnson, Jackie DuLac’s mom
Annie, friend of Lori Rogers
Sam Carlson, friend of Melanie Kubischta
Dave, father of Brian Aasen
Jolene Wilker, Jacki Donovan’s mother
Wally & Bonnie Petersen and Steve,
Ron & Pete Petersen and Gladys
Bolton’s brother and sister-in-law and
nephew
Dan, Dwayne Vosejpka’s brother
Kathy, Rachel Fausch’s mother

Prayer Chain: to be added to the email
list to receive weekly prayer concerns,
please email
lbauer@christianialutheranchurch.org.

Christiania Youth!
CONFIRMATION

Confirmation during Lent
(February 17 through March 16)

Good Morning Youth
(All Grades 6-12)

All youth are invited to sit together at the youth table at
the start of coffee hour. After the Sunday School
opening, they are invited to the Youth Room for various
activities and a short lesson each week! You can also
serve with the children during the coffee hour in the
Sunday School wing.
Ski Retreat recap:
We had 14 students and 3 adult chaperons
from Christiania enjoy an amazing time at
Onomia and Spirit Mountain over Presidents
Day weekend! We had a lot of fun in the
snow, met new friends, and learned a lot
about allowing faith in God to be our Dominant Life Principle!

Thank you to all who support us through
purchasing of EPIC cards, the Foundation,
and the Pie Bake Sale!

EPIC CARDS

During Lent, we have a modified
schedule as we take part in the Lenten
services. Our meeting starts at 6:15
(immediately following dinner). For
those who participate in bells, please
enter the Fellowship hall quietly as
soon as you can.
We are also moving back to the
Fellowship Hall during lent for our
forums. Then students stay for the
Worship Service, sign the board and
are free to leave with their parents.
No Confirmation—March 23
Confirmation resumes March 30

TALENT SHOW
In April, we will be hosting an all church
Talent Show as a CYF Family Fun Night! If
you are interested in performing, helping
set up and/or clean up, or with dinner
please contact Steven Olan.

Help our students go to camp by purchasing and EPIC fundraising
cards which are now being sold at $15 each. Pick up yours today
and start saving money every time you go to your favorite haunts:
Firehouse Grille, El Parian, Perkins, Carbone’s, Green Mill and
more! And for your New Year’s resolution you can save at Fitness 19 with no joining fees and a free month!!

Children, Youth & Family Leader
Christiania Lutheran Church
Steven Olan
Steven.a.olan@gmail.com
925-759-6860 (yes, it is area code 925)

EASTER EGG HUNT

We need youth to help with the
Easter Egg hunt on March 26th,
from 8:30am – 11:30am for set
up and clean up.
Immediately following the
Children’s Egg Hunt the youth
volunteers will have their own
egg hunt!
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Worship Schedule
Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Education & Fellowship
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship

DATED MATERIAL

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org

Book Discussion Group

March Food
Shelf Donations

CELEBRATE EASTER—it has changed our
lives. Join us on the last Wednesday of
the month in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a
bag lunch, coffee is furnished.

Canned meats, chicken, tuna
Winter “meats” spring

Daylight Saving Time Returns
Sunday, March 13
(remember to “spring forward”
Saturday night, March 12)

Deadline for the April 2016 edition of the
Christiania Newsletter is March 18.
Email info. to Linda Bauer at
lbauer@christianialutheranchurch.org.

March 30
The Second Opinion
by Michael Palmer
April 27
The Aviator’s Wife
by Melanie Benjamin

Rachel’s Treasurer Office Hours
Tuesdays – 9:30am to 11:30am
Fridays – 1:30pm to 3:00pm

