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We start with Christ in our   serving,  in our  caring,  in our  growing  

Peering over Little Round Top into Devil’s Den on the Gettysburg battlefield, even the casual observer 
concludes the strategic Union advantage above the Confederate positions.  Devil’s Den can be viewed 
below, aptly named because of the boulders surrounding the hidden artillery.   Pickett’s famous  
Confederate charge up Cemetery Ridge was considered by some an act of bravery or by others a suicidal 
mission.  Surveying the landscape sobers the soul with ghosts of death hovering over this small town and 
its surrounding farms. 
 

I am holding my delightful little one-year-old grandson, his sparkling blue eyes are smilingly oblivious to 
these ominous surroundings.  He raises his arms in delight, happy to be alive.  The scene provokes a  
profound paradox between life and death.   I am stunned by these two striking images of reality, much 
like the warm sunny day that follows a tornado in the Midwest. 
 

Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary (ELCA) peacefully rests under old trees on another ridge on what was a 
major battlefield site, Seminary Ridge.   Smoke and powder encapsulated the reddish brick buildings in 
1863 standing in the middle of our country’s most celebrated battlefield.  Perhaps there is no more  
poignant place for a seminary to reside, a physical symbol on the paradoxical battlefield of life and death. 
 

Mark’s gospel has been telling us about discipleship over the past weeks during Sunday worship.  The 
yeast of discipleship is Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.   The paradox of life and death are baked 
together in our theology of following Jesus.  We figuratively die every day when we sacrifice our own 
desires for the needs of our neighbor; the last will be first, the first last; whoever wishes to become great 
among you must be your servant.  Our dying brings life.      
 

“Did I die in vain?” asked many a soldier lingering on this battlefield.  This question haunted Lincoln 
when he dedicated the Soldiers Cemetery six months after the battle.  Lincoln’s famous address answered 
with a resounding, “No!” Today, many of the graves are still marked this day as “Unknown.”   
 

We often do not know the names of those who sacrificed their lives for us in the faith – unknown to us.  
We do not always experience the results of our sacrifice for the gospel and serving Jesus.  Their names 
are not read on All Saints Day.   
 

But Jesus answers our questions of sacrifice, “whoever loses their life for the 
sake of the gospel gains it.”  Our sacrifice of time, energy, and money is not in 
vain.  The final paradox is that death brings life.   
    ~ Pastor Dave 

Interested in joining Christiania???   
 

Complete a Family Information Sheet (located on the  Marketplace  

Table or in the church office) to get your name on the list so we can 

plan a New Member date. Questions, talk with Pastor Dave. 



ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 31, 2016 

Please mark your calendars 
The Deadline for reports is December 31 

 
If you are interested in remote attendance, 

please contact the church office prior to  
January 21, 2016 

for details and instructions 
 

 

Worship at Christiania    
 

Nov. 1:  8:30am Traditional Worship/Communion; 10:45 Traditional Worship/Communion 

         John 11: 32-44 Lazarus Raised 
Nov. 8:  8:30am Traditional;  10:45am Non-Traditional Worship with The Nitty Gritty Church Band 

                    Mark 12:28-44 The Widow’s Offering 

Nov. 15:  8:30am Traditional with Liturgical Wind Ens.; 10:45 Traditional  (Communion at both)  

                  Mark 13:1-8 Signs of the End of the Age  

Nov. 22: 8:30am Traditional Worship; 10:45 Non-Traditional Worship with The Nitty Gritty Church Band 

                   John 18:33-37  Pilate questions Jesus—Are you a king? 

Nov. 25: 7:30pm Ecumenical Service at St. Nicholas Catholic Church 

Nov. 29:  8:30am Traditional Worship; 10:45 Non-Traditional Worship w/ The Nitty Gritty Church Band 

                    Luke 21:25-36 The Coming of the Son of Man 
 

Education and Fellowship each Sunday at 9:30am 

  
  

 
  

Lunch Bunch will go to the King's Room at St. Olaf College on Wednes-

day,  November 11.  Meet at church at 11:00am or at the King's Room 

at 11:30am.  Remember they have three different prices, all  

 including taxes and beverages.  The prices are based on what you 

eat: Full buffet, $12.13; soup, salad, and dessert, $8.21; and soup /

salad, $6.07.   

We need reservations!  PLEASE contact Karen Erickson at  

952-652-2605 by Monday, November 9.       

  Lunch Bunch 

Faith and Fermentation at the Firehouse 

Men’s Group  

Thursdays in November (except Thanksgiving) at 7:30pm 

Note the new location—Firehouse Grille, Elko New Market 

QUILT AUCTION 
 

The Quilt the CLCW donated  
(bear paws walking through the woods)  

was auctioned off for $400 
 to raise funds for Camp Onomia. 



 

       
  
       

 *   Regular Class, November 4, 11 and 18 
 

 *   NO CLASS November 25—Thanksgiving Eve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

  LEGO PARTY with Steven 

Friday, November 13, 6:30pm to 8:30pm - Grades 6-12 

 

We’ll have a jam-packed fun evening - we’ll watch the 

LEGO movie, build with LEGOs, play LEGO Adventures 

on the Wii, do Karaoke, have pizza & snacks and more. 

 

Plan to join us for this fun event! 

 

Annual Pie & Bake Sale 
Fundraiser 

Sunday, December 13 
  (preorders start  
  November 15) 

NOTE THE DATE CHANGE 
We will be sampling pies available for preorder  

during Fellowship on Sunday, November 15, 22, 29 

and December 6.  Order forms will be available on 

the Marketplace Table, from the youth and the CYF 

Leader, Steven.  

Preorders will be ready the day of the bake sale, 

December 13. 

Wednesday Meals 
Gather with your family and other Christiania friends for a 
relaxing, inexpensive and healthy dinner on Wednesday 
evenings when confirmation is in session, 5:30-6:15pm.  
Cost is $4.00. 
 

Nov. 4:  Tacos, Spanish rice, fruit, dessert, milk 
      

Nov. 11:  Sloppy Joes, chips, veggie tray, dessert, milk 
 

Nov. 18:  Pasta dish, salad w/dressing, French bread,  
                     apples, dessert, milk 
 

All are welcome –  
students, families, choirs, singles, seniors! 

 

 

A big THANK  

YOU to all 

the youth who 

served as waiters/waitresses at the  

Norwegian Supper—what a great way to 

serve your church and your community! 

 
 
 
 
 

Good Morning Youth 
(All Grades 6-12) 

 

All youth are invited to sit together at the 

youth table at the start of coffee hour.  After 

the Sunday School opening, they are invited to 

the Youth Room for various activities, and a 

short lesson each week!  You can also serve 

with the children during the coffee hour in the 

Sunday School wing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Retreat 
As part of our confirmation, our students will attend 
the confirmation retreat at least one time in either 
their 8th or 9th grade year.  This retreat will cover 
areas such as world religions with our experience at 
the Temple of Aaron—a Jewish Synagogue—an  
overnight stay at Luther Seminary and short tour in 
the morning, and a service project that after-
noon.  This year the retreat will be Nov. 20-21 so 
please RSVP via Sign-up Genius or email Steven  
directly!   



Calendar 



Christiania Lutheran Church 
26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville, MN 55044 

Office Hours 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.    Monday-Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.     Friday    

 

Telephone Numbers 

Office          952-461-2283 
Fax          952-461-4182         

Email    lbauer@christianialutheranchurch.org 

 

Web Address 

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

 

Christiania Staff 

Dave Mesaros                    Pastor 

Linda Bauer        Office Manager 

Steven Olan     Children, Youth & Family Leader 

Harold Martin               Custodian 

Tom Carlson Worship/Music Coordinator 

Rachel Fausch                                   Treasurer 

 

Other Contacts 

Joe Jorgensen                         Council President 

Cheryl Schindeldecker              Altar Guild 

Debbie Lundeen                          Bells Director 

Joe Jorgensen     Chorister Choir Director 

Linda Otto     Church Women (CLCW) 

Daryl Rieck                Usher Coordinator 

Bob Monio                          Usher Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

InsideNRC: Connecting With Our Member Churches: 

Did you know … Northfield Retirement Community’s neighbor, 

Kildahl Park Pointe Senior Cooperative Housing (KPP), was opened 
in 2007 as the first cooperative of its kind situated next to a retire-
ment community. KPP has remained at full occupancy with mem-
bers who own and are active in the successful lifestyle of home own-
ership. Visit us at northfieldretirement.org for more information. 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
November 1, 2015 

The festival of All Saints occurs just as the landscape in the northern  

hemisphere heralds the dying of plants and the quiet of winter rest. In like 
manner, the readings and liturgy of this day call us to rejoice in all the 
saints: those who have died and now rest in Christ, those who live now, 
and those yet to come. 

At the same time, we confess our faith in the risen Lord, in the communion 
of saints, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. While both life 
and death may bring us fear and uncertainty, All Saints Day calls us to 
hear the Lord’s promise that he is with us in life and in death. Christ has 
claimed us in baptism and nourishes us in the communion of his body and 
blood. He leads us to the new Jerusalem. There we shall join all the saints 
in praise of God, who has turned our graves into the doorway to eternal 
life. 

 

We remember those who have died: 

 

John Galvin   
Jean Hall 
Henry Swedin   
Marvin Wilker  
Robert von Fischer  
Anastasia Quinnell  
Arlene Sykes   
Kenneth Miller 
Edward Constantine 

Harvest Décor:  

Harvest Festival will be Sunday, November 22.      

If you have some fall items you could share  

(pumpkins, gourds, corn shocks, etc.),  

please save them to bring to church by  

Friday,  November 20. 

Thank you! 

Executive Council Information 
 

Voting Age Forums:   

Sunday, November 1 at 9:45am 

in the Family Ed Room 

Wednesday, November 4 at 6:00pm 

in the Family Ed Room 

 

State of the Church Address: 

Sunday, November 15  

(between services)  

in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Budgetary Forums: 

Sunday, December 6 at 9:45am 

in Steven’s Office 

Sunday, December 20 at 9:45am 
in the Family Ed Room 

http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org


Prayers for our 

Congregation 
Bridget Anderson    

Orville Nelson          

Philip Tupa 

Ruby Hagen                                    

Marjorie  Tonsager  

Brianna Streefland                          

Crisa  Aasen   

Reuben Lantto                           

Mary Lou Ruh   

Marcie Tonsager      

                             

Merwood and Steve, step-dad and step-brother of             

                               Derrick Hongerholt 

Reece, grandson of Dave & Bertie Mohling 

Iva, sister of Melanie Kubischta 

Valerie, friend of Melanie Kubischta 

Barb, mom of Martha Donahoe 

Tanner, friend of Jake Bronson 

Paul, friend of Steve & Geeg Aaker 

Ona, sister of Madalyn Petersen  

Anne, friend of Robin Martin 

Julie, foster sister of Sherri Mohn 

Laurie T., friend of Lori Rogers 

Norman, father of Scott Tempel 

John, brother-in-law of David & Karen Frame 

Betty & Russ Johnson, mother and step-father of  

                              Jackie DuLac 

Phil, Daron DuLac’s father 

Annie, friend of Lori Rogers 

Sam Carlson, friend of Melanie Kubischta 

Jan and Dave, parents of Brian Aasen 

Jolene Wilker, mother of Jacki Donovan 

Sandy Haggerty, friend of Mariann Storlie 

Wally & Bonnie Petersen and Steve Wente,  

                     brother-in-law & sister-in-law and nephew  

                    of Ron & Pete Petersen and Gladys Bolton 

Dan, brother of Dwayne Vosejpka 

Kathy, mother of Rachel Fausch 

November Ministries 

Offering Counters  

Nov. 1 Don & Alice Storlie 

Nov. 8 Don & Alice Storlie, Phyllis Hullett 

Nov. 15 Phyllis Hullett, Brad & Lisa Smith 

Nov. 22 Brad & Lisa Smith, Janice Geissler 

Nov. 29 Janice Geissler, Joan & Jack Eckdahl 

Greeters  

Nov. 1  Lori & LeRoy Clausen 

Nov. 8  Polly & Jason Flaa 

Nov. 15  Tim Swedin & Allison Skluzacek 

Nov. 22  Bertie & David Mohling 

Nov. 29  Dan Garske 

 
 

Student Ushers  

Nov. 8 8:30  Willow Larsen Thompson, Maggie Nielsen 

  Katie Travaille, Ireland Stanley 

Nov. 8 10:45 Will Kanfield, Alex Hanson 

  Abby & Morgan Emmons 

Nov. 1 Warren & Mary Peterson 

Nate Rowan, Jenna Aasen 

Nov. 8 Howard & Judy Hanson 

Hayden Jensen, Nathan Anderson 
 

Nov. 15 Carl & Jeanette Hooper 

Ashlynn & Cadyn Henry 

Nov. 22 Don & Alice Storlie 

Michael Fish, Aven Estrem 

Nov. 29 David & Karen Frame 

Emily Matiak, Hailey Stanley 

Coffee Duty 

Nov. 1 8:30 

10:45 

Ayden Scribner, Maxwell Parker 

Josh Dennehey, Jenna Hayes 

Nov. 8 8:30 

10:45 

Emily Johnson, Calvin Marsh                                          

Brooke Nelson, Michael Rogers  

Nov. 15 8:30 

10:45 

Grace Estrem, Lilli Swedin 

Zachary VeVea, Quentin DuLac 

Nov. 22 8:30 

10:45 

Jake & Jordan Bares 

Afton Vandenheuvel, Hannah Simon 

Nov. 29 8:30 

10:45 

Kaylee Wilkins, Madison Coffing 

Elizabeth Vosejpka, Brylea Hanson 

    Acolytes 

Communion Assistants 
Nov. 1   8:30  Larry & Vicky Thompson, Lori Peterson 

             10:45  Lucky & Connie Rimpila 
 

Nov. 15   8:30  Alice & Don Storlie, Gordy Storlie 

             10:45  



November 2015 Property Committee News  

 
Mold Remediation in our Church 
After Property Committee discussions with Don Storlie and David Frame, the Committee hired Building Envelope  
Consultants, LTD to do an independent assessment of our roof.  They do not repair roofs. They will do an intensive  
assessment of our current roof membranes and provide us a written report and five year plan on what needs to be fixed 
immediately. This will provide us the opportunity to spread out the repairs over the next few years.   
The Property Committee, along with “senior mentors,” determined that the holes along the church foundation on the 
north and east sides need to be filled in and downspouts installed this fall.  We will discuss the drain tile next spring.   
The back patio will be removed on October 23.  The patio was donated by the Henry family in 1988.  During inspections 
for ground water getting under our church foundation, it was discovered that the patio was not allowing the water to 
drain away from the church – and was, in fact, channeling it towards the church.  The patio has not been used much over 
the last few years; it was severely cracked.  Hopefully, next spring we will be able to concentrate our efforts to again 
make this a nice outdoor area.   
 

Parsonage Update 
On Sunday, October 4, the Congregation voted to keep the parsonage and continue renting it.  Within a few hours, the 
parsonage had been rented.  The young couple are so excited to be moving in; they are helping us clean up garbage and 
junk left by the previous renter.  Praise the Lord!  All dealings have now been turned over to the Parsonage and  
Farmland Subcommittee - John Mohn has been a long standing member of this subcommittee, Jerry Swedin joined in 
May, and Jason Estrem was confirmed by the Council in October.  Thank you to all three of you.  When you drive by the 
parsonage, please notice how nice the house looks.  Scrub trees and brush have been removed; Jason Estrem painted the 
house and did an amazing job.  If anyone is looking for a painter, Jason could be your man.  
  
Acoustic Panel Update 
There is still work to be done – designs to be decided on before the acoustic panel are installed in the Fellowship Hall.  
The acoustic paneling should be in by spring.  It will be worth the wait!!   
 

THANK YOU – Oh, what little people can do.  Cooper Smith, Ellie and Charlie Fausch had a lemonade stand to help 
pay for new carpeting in the Education Wing and Youth Room.  They raised $20.  Thank you kids!!   
  
Blessings from your Property Committee:  Brad Smith, Steve Anderson, Warren Peterson, Jeanne Nash Hoffmann and 
Christian Donovan (Council liaison).     

ADVENT SEASON    

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

 

 

 
Advent Season begins on Sunday, November 29.  We have a yearly tradition of our families lighting 

the Advent candles and reading the short liturgy.  If your family would like to participate,  

please contact Pastor Dave or the church office. 

 

Mark your calendars for the following dates: 

 Saturday, December 12, 9:00am to noon Choral Festival Rehearsal 

 Sunday, December 13, 4:00pm Christmas Choral Festival 

 Sunday, December 13,  Youth Bake Sale 

 Saturday, December 19,  9:00am to 11:00am Sunday School Program Rehearsal 

 Saturday, December 19, 11:00am to 1:00pm Secret Santa Boutique 

 Sunday, December 20, 4:00pm Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program 

 

 Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight and Carol Service at 3:00, 4:30 & 9:00 

                                                (with Communion at the 9:00 Service) 



 

           

Hello Sunday School families-  
Our verse for the year is Romans 8:28 "We know that all 
things work together for good for those who love God, who 
are called according to His purpose.”   
We are finishing up learning about Joseph and Pharaoh - ask 
your kids about how God worked all things together for good 
for Joseph!  November 8th children will sing in church.  
November 15th we will be starting practice for the Christmas 
program - watch for further information.   
God's blessings on your families! 
Kris Geissler and Michelle Vosejpka 

Christmas program rehearsal will be Saturday,             

December 19, 9am-11am.  The program will be at 

4:00pm on Sunday, December 20.  
 

As always, we appreciate the privilege of sharing the 

faith with your children.  Please contact us with your 

questions and ideas. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Michelle Vosejpka at vosejpka@lonstel.com 

Kris Geissler at kriabblil@gmail.com 

Children’s Christmas 

          Program 

Sunday, December 20 

           4:00pm 

Christiania's Mission 
Garden has been 
cleaned out for the year 
and what a year we 
have had.  The total  
veggies taken to the 
food shelves was 3,061 
pounds.  Of that total, 
520 pounds came from 
your gardens.  Thanks 
Thanks Thanks!  We 
have had an amazing 
year, thanks to the rain 
and sunshine from God 
and the many hands 
that till, fertilize,  
donate seedlings, hoe, 
weed, pick and deliver 
all these veggies. 
 
Thanks again and God 
bless this wonderful 
community that is 
Christiania Lutheran 
Church. 

 Bertie Mohling 
           Mission Commission 

Friendly Visitors  
The Friendly Visitors Team will meet on  

Sunday, November 22nd at 10:00    
Anyone interested in becoming a friendly visitor  

please attend or contact  
Lori Peterson at 612-968-4953. 

Ihemi Scholarships 
 

Brothers and Sisters to our local and worldwide fellow believers, 
 

It is with gratitude and hope that I write to ask that you  
prayerfully consider sponsoring a secondary school student (or 
more) from Ihemi Tanzania for school year 2016. During school 
year 2015, a significant change was made to the scholarship  
program which places more decision making responsibility into 
the hands of the Ihemi partnership committee. With this change, 
that committee is allowed to pay varying percentages of the cost 
of school/boarding depending on the students family situation. 
Orphans and children of disabled and extreme poverty can be 
eligible for 100% support, while others who just need a little help 
get that assistance and funds are preserved to help many others in 
a similar situation.  
 

If you are willing to support these students, it is suggested that 
you provide a check to Christiania for $400 (average per student) 
by November 22, 2015 and indicate “Ihemi scholarship” with the 
payment. The Fauschs and Skillmans will be in Ihemi for much 
of November and will be honored to represent Christiania in this 
Christ centered partnership.  
 

We are blessed to be a blessing and this is one more example of 
Christiania’s faithfulness to that calling! 
 

Asanti Sana, 
Bo Skillman 



STEWARDSHIP 
We had a wonderful worship on Stewardship Sunday!  The response was a clear reminder of our 
strong tradition of faithful giving of time and finances toward the mission and ministry of Christiania: 
Sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ and serving our neighbors in Jesus’ name.   We continue to 
Grow Locally and Inspire Globally by your generosity. 
 
Like Blind Bartimaeus, you, too, see and follow Jesus by your example of faith.  You are blessing to 
the kingdom of God.  Thank You!   
 
For those that completed the Time and Talent and the 2016 Financial Commitment Cards, we  
appreciate your participation! As the leaders of our church begin planning for the months ahead, 
you will be contacted by the appropriate ministry leader related to your areas of interest.  Thank you 
for your financial pledge. 
 
If you have not returned your 2016 Commitment and wish to do so, please complete the card listed 
below and place in the offering plate or return to the church office by November 23.   
 
Thank You for your generosity! 

Grown Locally, Inspired Globally 
2016 Stewardship Commitment 

Name(s) _____________________________________Address ________________________________________________________ 

 

City _______________________________________________ _______________State _____________Zip Code ________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________ Email ___________________________________________________________ 

 

After prayerful consideration, my 2016 Stewardship Commitment to Christiania Lutheran Church is as follows: 

Financial Pledge: 

$ _____________________    weekly    monthly    annually    (please circle one) Envelope Number _______________ 
________I/We are interested in using the Automatic Bank Withdrawal Program to give offering. 

Thank you!  Your consideration of the many areas of ministry and service to your church is deeply appreciated. 
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Worship Schedule 

Sunday:  

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Education & Fellowship 

10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

Phone: 952-461-2283 

Fax: 952-461-4182 

26691 Pillsbury Avenue 

Lakeville, MN  55044 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATED MATERIAL 
www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

 

Deadline for the December 2015 edition 

of the Christiania Newsletter is Nov. 18.   

Email info. to Linda Bauer at 

lbauer@christianialutheranchurch.org. 

Book Discussion    

Group 
 

November—The month of 

Thanksgiving.  We receive 

BLESSINGS in abundance, don’t 

forget to say thank you.   If you 

enjoy reading we invite you to 

join us for an interesting  

discussion.  For more  

information call Arlene Jacobson 

at (952) 461-2229. 

 

November 25 

     Me Before You 

     By Jojo Moyes 

 

December 30  

   Read any Christmas Book and 

share it with the group. 

November Food Shelf Donations: 

          pasta, spaghetti/sauce, rice, 

                 mac and cheese 
 

                    - NOODLE SUNDAY - 

 

 

Bible Studies: 
 

Tuesday, 7:30am 

Wednesday, 7:30pm 

Thursday, 10:00am 

Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical 

Worship service will be held 

on Wednesday, November 25 

at 7:30pm at St. Nicholas 

Catholic Church. 

Daylight   

Saving Time 

ends Sunday, 

November 1. 

Remember to 

turn your clocks 

back one hour  

Saturday night. 

Prayer Shawl 

Meeting 

Monday 

November 2 

 at  

9:30am 

mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org

